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OUR LADY OF MERCY PRIMARY SCHOOL — FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Member for Girrawheen  

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.55 pm]: Last week I attended the fortieth anniversary of Our Lady of 
Mercy Primary School in Girrawheen, which was founded by the fearless and indomitable Sisters of Mercy in 
1975. It has been my pleasure to have been visiting the school for the last 15 of those 40 years, first under 
principal Stan Grabski and now under Drew Jago. The occasion was marked by the opening of a prayer garden 
on the Feast of Our Lady of Mercy. I want to congratulate all those involved in the garden’s construction. As 
they say, from little things big things grow. The school is a far cry from the handful of students who travelled in 
the early days to the then Mercy College in Koondoola and who occupied two classrooms there. The school was 
opened on its Hudson Avenue site by then Archbishop Goody in late September 1975. The garden, a quiet place 
for contemplation, is a terrific addition to the school. The school motto and values sought to be instilled in 
students, those of integrity and gentleness, are simply inscribed beneath the statue of Mary. 

To commemorate the occasion, the preprimary students lead the school in a liturgy over which 
Father Sam presided. I was particularly impressed with the preprimary students, under the supervision of teacher 
Leah Anderson, who reverently lead the school in prayer. Their quiet devotion was impressive in children so 
young and their serious attention to the task at hand was wonderful. Congratulations go to Natalia, Sheldon, 
Jason, Luca, Bhuvin, Og, Serena, Eleanor, Liam, Eli, Tina and Yemarayam. I extend my best wishes to the 
school for many more years’ contribution to education in the Girrawheen community. 
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